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Three knots of three folds each should  be made of a
-thread spun by a Brahmana.    A worshipper  should next
recite the names of the presiding gods of the thread beginn-
ing with Om.   They are Shiva, Soma, Agni, BrahmS,  Phani,
Ravi, Ganesha and  Vishnu.    BrahmH, Vishnu and Rudra
are the three presiding gods   of the three threads.   One
should keep the thread in a golden vessel, or in one made of
Silver, or of copper, or of bamboo or of earth.   The size of
the best vessel should be sixty four fingers in circumference,
-that of the middling one its half, and that of the youngest
the its half again. The best thread must be one hundred and
qight fingers in length, the middling one its half, and the
youngest its half again. The best knot should be of the size of
4 knot of the thumb;   the middling  one   of  that of the
middle finger and the smallest one of that of the youngest
finger.   The measurement of the sacrificial altar must be
guided by  these   general   characteristics.   The   sacrificial
thread must be placed on the idol (of Vishnu) which should
be of the size of that of Shiva.   It must   pass   through
breast, navel, thigh and hang up to the knee-joints.   With a
thread measuring one thousand and eight fingers in length
should be formed four, thirty-six, twenty four and twelve
knots severally, each being of the size of a finger knot.   It
should be then dyed with saffron, turmeric or sandal.   After
fasting a worsipper should place the sacred thread on a
vessel and perform the initiatory rite of consecration.   Theft
in vessels made of fig leaves it should be placed in the
eight quarters.   Twigs and Ku$a blades should be dedicated
to Sangkarshana in the east.   RochanS   (yellow figment)
and saffron should be dedicated to Pradyumna in the south.
A person, who is about to  undertake a war and seeks for
victory, should dedicate to Aniruddha in the west, sandal,
blue colour,  sessamum seeds,   ashes and Akshata.   In the
south-east and other corners he should make assignment of
Shree and other goddesses.